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Soon English, a “turf 
grass manager” for two 
golf courses near Lenoir, 
visited Walnut Ridge 
Llamas and spent most 
of a day there. In Octo-
ber 2007, he bought six 
llamas from Ayers and 
began training them.

A year ago, English 
purchased six more lla-
mas from Steve and 
Tammy Kinser, who have 
been raising llamas for 
about three years on East 
Allens Bridge Road.

The Kinser llamas “can 
see the (Nolichuckey View) 
golf course” every day (just 
across East Allens Bridge 
Road), Steve Kinser said, 
which may have been at 
least a little help in get-
ting them accustomed to 
their new jobs.

“I’ve been wanting to do 
this for a long time,” Eng-
lish said in a telephone 
interview.

Engish said he can’t 
really remember where 
the idea of using llamas 
as caddies came from, but 
the concept never left him 
once he had it.

‘THOUGHT I WAS CRAZY’
When he approached 

the board of directors at 
one golf course with his 
idea, “They thought I was 
crazy,” but that’s not the 
case now that worldwide 
publicity has made the lla-
mas famous.

The llamas are available 
as caddies every Tuesday 
and Saturday at Sher-
wood Forest Golf Course at 
Brevard, and for the next 
eight weeks they will be at 
Maggie Valley Golf Course 
every Thursday.

English keeps the ani-
mals on his grandparents’ 
farm near Brevard. 

He trained them there, 
first leading them around 
the perimeter in a pack, 
then four at a time, then 
in pairs.

He then started putting 
soft packs on their backs, 
added weight gradually 
and worked up to the wood-
en “cross trees” he uses 
now. Two golf bags can be 
attached to the trees.

English said llamas are 
“natural” caddies, adding, 
“It was easy.”

But Tammy Kinser says, 
“Just to see Mark deal with 
those llamas is amazing. 

Putting that many males 
together takes patience 
and some real talent,” she 
said.

English said that when 
he takes his llamas by 
trailer to a golf course, 
unloads and feeds them, 
he then brushes them. The 
llamas are washed once a 
month.

He sets up a “potty area” 
by putting a small amount 
of llama manure wherever 
the golf course wants the 
animals to “go to the bath-
room.” 

The llamas will not potty 
on the course, but will wait 
until they get back to that 
area, English and Ayers 
said.

When English puts down 
his small amount of manure, 
the llamas find it, then they 
go back up to it, “shoulder to 
shoulder and butt to butt,” 
and poop.

“They’re communal pot-
tiers,” Ayers said.

English also sets up a 
small “petting zoo” area 
and gives a little talk about 
safety, and then the llamas 
are ready to caddy.

In today’s golf world, 
“Caddying is a thing of the 

past,” English said. “I cad-
died when I was a kid,” and 
learned responsibility, and 
the kids he hires as han-
dlers also can learn that, 
he said.

Another part of what 
English says he wants to do 
with llamas is to get people 
off of golf carts, walking 
again, “and enjoying the 
course,” without having to 
“wag a golf bag around.”

Right now he charges 
$40 for one llama to carry 
two sets of clubs on one 
18-hole round of golf.

“It’s a pretty darned 
good deal,” he said. A han-
dler is part of the package, 
and on some courses, two 
are required, but often the 
golfers themselves end up 
leading the llama, and the 
handler just watches. 

Often children of golfers 
ask to lead, he said.

GENTLE ON THE COURSE
Steve Kinser, an 

employee of Jarden Zinc 
Products, said the gentle 
nature of llamas is not 
the only reason they make 
good caddies.

“You very seldom hear 

a sound out of them,” he 
said, and best of all, they 
have a soft pad on the 
bottom of their feet, not 
a hoof.

“They don’t tear up the 
course,” even on the wet-
test of days, Steve Kinser 
said.

Brian Lautenschlager, 
the professional golfer 
at Sherwood Forest, 
agrees. 

A llama hurts the 

course “less than a golf 
cart,” he said. 

“Even deer create some 
damage” when they get 
on a golf course, he said, 
“but llamas don’t,” and 
they don’t litter either.

FUN AND CLEAN
“They’re a treasure to 

have around, and really 
fun,” said Lautenschlager. 
And lately, they’re great 
at bringing people to the 
course.

The Sherwood Forest pro 
said “some of the locals” 
were not too happy about 
the llama caddies at first. 

“But when the grandchil-
dren came to visit, the lla-
mas were the first thing they 
wanted to check out,” he said. 

Now the llamas are 
becoming a point of local 
pride.

Llamas do have toenails, 
and if they need to defend 
themselves, they can stand 
on their back feet and use 
their toenails. 

Males can bite unless 
their biting teeth are 
removed, and llamas are 
known for spitting, if they 
go on the defensive, but 
that’s rare.

The NBC Nightly News 
clip can be seen at:

h t tp ://www.msnbc.
msn.com/id/3032619/
vp/32438751#32438751
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PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE SUN
Brian Lautenschlager, in red shirt, the professional at Sherwood Forest Golf Club in Brevard, N.C., talks to a 
reporter from NBC Nightly News about llamas that serve as caddies there. Lautenschlager said the young boy 
at left, holding a golf club, has his mother bring him every week, and always gets the same llama.  The llamas 
came from two Greene County farms.

The Washington County 
Department of Education 
is attempting to locate 
children with disabilities 
who reside in Washington 
County. 

Parents of children 
with disabilities, includ-
ing autism, visual 
impairments, hearing 

impairments, delayed 
development, emotional 
disturbances, learning 
disabilities, mental retar-
dation, orthopedic impair-
ments, speech or language 
impairments or who have 
suffered traumatic brain 
injuries are urged to con-
tact the Special Education 

Department at 753-1112 
to schedule a screening to 
determine if an evaluation 
is needed.

Parents of students who 
are intellectually gifted 
also are urged to contact 
the Washington County 
Schools Special Education 
Department at 753-1112.

Washington Co. Seeks To Locate 
Children Who Have Disabilities
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