
Ayers, Kinser Farms
Sold 12 Of Them
That Now Work At
N.C. Golf Courses
BY TOM YANCEY
STAFF WRITER

Llamas from Greene 
County have been getting 
a lot of attention „ inter-
national attention, even 
„ since they moved to 
North Carolina and went 
to work as golf caddies.

The llamas that are 
now caddies were born in 
Greene County and were 
featured a few weeks ago 
on a Greenville, S.C., TV 
station, which led to a 
story on CNN, which led 
to a story on the British 
Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (BBC).

On Sunday night, a 
long segment about the 
llamas and their work as 
caddies was the closing 
story on the NBC Nightly 
News.

In that segment, anoth-
er Greene Countian, 
Seth Saylor, a member 
of the Mars Hill College 
golf team, appeared with 
the local llamas at the 
request of his coach, who 
is also the course pro at 
Sherwood Forest Golf 
Course in Brevard.

The Greene County 
part of the story start-
ed almost two years ago 
when Jerry and Caro-
lyn Ayers, who operate 
Walnut Ridge Llamas in 
Chuckey, sold six llamas 
to Mark English, of Bre-
vard, N.C.

•We show llamas at the 
Mountain State Fair,Ž 
in Asheville, N.C., Ayers 
said Tuesday.

English •kept com-
ing by our stallŽ at the 
fair, and finally told the 
Ayers that he liked the 
look of their llamas best. 
•They•re the friendliest,Ž 
Jerry Ayers recalled Eng-
lish saying.

Local Llamas Find Work, Gain Fame ... As Caddies!
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Obituaries on A-6

INSIDEOBITUARIES OUTSIDE
Today „ Partly sunny with scattered showers.
Sunday „ Partly sunny. Highs in the upper 70s.
Monday „ Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 80s.
Tuesday „ Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 80s.
Wednesday „ Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid-80s.
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OFF TO A GOOD START:
Devils Top Jeff, 28-3. B-1.

BOB HURLEY: Quiz On
Historic Mountain School. A-10

Weekend Edition

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE SUN
A young golfer leads a llama carrying two bags of golf clubs at Sherwood Forest Golf Club in Brevard, N.C., 
as a handler stands nearby. Llamas from two Greene County farms work regularly at the course, and others 
in western North Carolina.

BY SARA LEPRO
AP BUSINESS WRITER

NEW YORK (AP) „ 
Federal Reserve Chair-
man Ben Bernanke said 
what investors wanted to 
hear, that the economy 
is indeed on the verge 
of recovery, and they 
responded with a rally 
that sent the major 
indexes to new highs for 
the year.

The Dow Jones indus-
trials shot up 155 points 
Friday, closing above 
9,500 for the first time 
since Nov. 4, and all 
the big indexes finished 
with gains of more than 
1.5 percent. Meanwhile, 
Treasury prices tumbled, 
pushing yields sharply 
higher, as investors no 
longer felt they needed 

Stocks Jump 
As Bernanke 
Says Economy 
Near Recovery

BY JIM KUHNHENN 
AND ANDREW TAYLOR
ASSOCIATE PRESS WRITER

WASHINGTON (AP) 
„ The Obama adminis-
tration expects the fed-
eral deficit over the next 
decade to be $2 trillion 
bigger than previously 
estimated, White House 
officials said Friday, a 
setback for a president 
already facing a Con-
gress and public wary 
over spending.

The new projection, to 
be announced on Tues-
day, is for a cumulative 
2010-2019 deficit of $9 
trillion instead of the $7 
trillion previously esti-
mated. The new figure 
ref lects slumping rev-
enues from a worse eco-
nomic picture than was 
expected earlier this 
year. The officials spoke 
only on the condition of 

$2 Trillion Higher 
Deficit Projected

BY TOM YANCEY
STAFF WRITER

The Greene County 
Commission•s Insur-
ance Committee was 
told Wednesday that 
the county government•s 
self-insurance fund that 
covers buildings, liabil-
ity and workers• compen-
sation is •better off this 

year than last.Ž
That report came from 

Dan Jackson, a vice pres-
ident at McInturff, Milli-
gan & Brooks who is also 
the county•s insurance 
risk manager.

Jackson also told the 
committee that the fund 
is not having to carry 

County Self-Insurance Fund 
Is Growing, Committee Told
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BY AMY ROSE
STAFF WRITER 

The transfer of maintenance 
employees from the Greeneville 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment to the Public Works Depart-
ment was debated Friday during 

part of a daylong budget work-
shop of the Greeneville Board of 
Mayor and Aldermen.

Eight of the 10 maintenance 
employees who were transferred 
about one year ago are continu-
ing to work in the Public Works 
Department, covering essential 
duties of both departments.

Mayor Laraine King made the 
decision to make the transfer. It 
was not voted on by the Board of 

Mayor and Aldermen.
During review of the Public 

Works  Department•s proposed 
budget on Friday, discussion 
became somewhat heated as three 
aldermen said the transfer has 
impeded operations of Parks and 
Recreation, while Mayor Laraine 
King and Recorder Jim Warner 
defended the transfer.

Employee Transfer Brings Heated Debate
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Town•s Draft 
2009-10 

Budget Still 
Faces $1M 
Shortfall

BY AMY ROSE
STAFF WRITER

The Greeneville Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen 

spent five hours Friday 
reviewing the budgets of 
the town•s Public Works 
and Parks and Recre-
ation departments, and 
looking for ways to 
reduce them.

After trimming and 
reallocating $567,000 
from the Public Works 
Department•s proposed 
budget, the city govern-
ment still faces a pro-
jected $1 million short-
fall for the 2009-10 fis-
cal year, as the review 

process continues.
But, after Friday, the 

shortfall is down from 
an estimated $1.6 mil-
lion shortfall that was 
calculated during a 
budget workshop on 
Thursday.

The board is sched-
uled to continue its 
budget discussions in 
a workshop at 10 a.m. 
Monday. On the agen-
da is review of budgets 

Budget Struggle

SUN PHOTO BY PHIL GENTRY
The Greeneville Board of Mayor and Aldermen held a daylong budget workshop Friday to review the proposed 
budgets of the Public Works and Parks and Recreation departments. Seated, clockwise from left, are: Mayor 
Laraine King; Aldermen Sarah Webster, W.T. Daniels, Buddy Hawk and Keith Paxton; City Recorder Jim Warner; 
Butch Patterson, Parks and Recreation Department director; and Carol Susong, city accountant.
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Mayor, Recorder Defend 
Switch Of Maint. Staff 

Budget Struggle


